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A d v i s o r y group hears emotional
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By Roger Morri s , Wes t e rn N e w s P u b l i s h e r
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Raintree N u r s e r y owner Lerah Parker gave an e m o t i o n a l l y charged p r e s e n t a t i o n to the
C o m m u n i t y A d v i s o r y G r o u p T h u r s d a y night urging the commit t e e and the community to not
f o r g e t the impact the asbe s to s contaminat ion issue is having on l o ca l businesse s .
"I s tand b e f o r e you as a business person who is in trouble," Parker said.
W i t h the h e l p of EPA team l e a d e r Paul Peronard, she put a l a r g e b o u l d e r wrapped in p l a s t i c on
the tab l e .
" T h i s is the rock that rocks Libby," she said, e x p l a i n i n g it was a l a n d s c a p e rock f rom her
nursery. Peronard said the rock was about 70 to 80 percent t r e m o l i t e , the form of asbes tos that
has caused dea th and i l l n e s s among Libby re s ident s who worked at the former Z o n o l i t e and
W.R. Grace v e r m i c u l i t e mine as well as their f a m i l i e s .
N e x t month, the EPA w i l l begin d i s m a n t l i n g the b u i l d i n g s that c ompr i s e Raintree N u r s e r y and
the Parker home because of h igh content of t r e m o l i t e dust in the b u i l d i n g s and surrounding
grounds . The mat er ia l s w i l l be removed to the former mine s i te .
"I made a mi s take p u t t i n g my eggs in one basket with the nursery," Parker said h o l d i n g up a
whi t e basket of colored eggs.
She he ld up a green egg and said it represented the r e f o r e s t a t i o n s e e d l i n g por t i on of her
bus ine s s . She cracked the egg and d r o p p e d the content s and s h e l l into a m i x i n g bowl.

Gone," she said.
(Next she he ld up another colored egg repre s ent ing her l a n d s c a p i n g business. A g a i n she cracked
the egg and d r o p p e d the cont en t s and pieces in the bowl.
"Gone," she s a i d , again.
She he ld up another egg , r epre s ent ing her Reishi mushroom bus ines s , which in c luded a
p a r t n e r s h i p of 16 p e o p l e . A n o t h e r egg represented her herbal tea business. A f t e r i d e n t i f y i n g
each egg, she cracked it and d r o p p e d it into the mix ing bowl.
"All gone," she said. "The love o f my l i f e and i t ' s gone, al l gone. All my eggs are broken."
As news of the L i b b y asbes tos p r o b l e m spread, and Raintree' s customers learned that the
nursery is l o ca t ed on the site of the former screening p l a n t for the v e r m i c u l i t e mine, they
canceled orders, Parker said.
She said p e o p l e in L i b b y r e f u s e d to purchase Chri s tmas trees, c l i e n t s canceled orders and a
pre-school in town r e f u s e d to take r e f o r e s t a t i o n s e e d l i n g s for a p l a n t i n g p r o j e c t . The s e e d l i n g s
were packed in vermic lu t e p o t t i n g soil f r om C h a n d l e r , A r i z . , Parker said.
She warned L i b b y r e s i d en t s and businesses to change their minds e t and to get i n v o l v e d in the
asbe s to s r emed ia t i on work in Libby.
"Personal in t e r e s t s s h o u l d not be represented here," Parker cont inued . "The committee must
c on s id er the needs of the community. I f e e l sometimes th i s g roup is a s p e c ia l interest group."
"We al l have to bend i f we 'r e go ing to p u l l th i s communi ty together," she said. "Why can' t we
come t og e th e r and stand t og e th e r to p l a n for new hope and a new f u t u r e . There w i l l never be
enough money."
Parker a l so asked why nobody warned her and her f a m i l y about the dangers of running a
business and l i v i n g at the former Grace screening p l a n t . She said she exposed her f a m i l y
i n c l u d i n g g r a n d c h i l d r e n to the d e a d l y tremol i t e dust.
The l o s s of the bus ines s wi th i t s local purchases and j o b s w i l l impac t the community, too, she
said.
Peronard said the prob l em has hit the Parkers d i r e c t l y and p e o p l e reacted p o o r l y to the Raintree
prob lem.
"I'm making work p l a n s to d e s t roy everything they have worked for in the ir lives," he said.
"They have the h e a l t h p r o b l e m , too. I don't t h ink you can f a t h o m the d e p t h s they are in."
H e c on t inued , " I f t h e r e ' s a time f o r a community t o reach o u t i t ' s that time. I h a v e n ' t seen a b i g
s u p p o r t network for them."
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S e n a t e committee OKs f u n d s
L i b b y got an i n i t i a l nod f r o m the S e n a t e a p p r o p r i a t i o n s commit t e e T u e s d a y a f t e r n o o n on $11.5
i m i l l i o n in economic d e v e l o p m e n t and medical f u n d i n g .
The commit tee pa s s ed an amendment a p p r o v i n g U.S. Sen. Conrad Burns ' request for $11.5
m i l l i o n to h e l p L i b b y deal w i th prob l ems associated wi th a sbe s to s e x p o s u r e f r o m a former
vermi cu l i t e mine near Libby.
The money w i l l be i n c l u d e d in an A g r i c u l t u r a l A p p r o p r i a t i o n s b i l l for the f i s c a l year 2001 but
f u n d s w i l l be a v a i l a b l e to the community as soon as it pa s s e s Congre s s and is s igned by the
p r e s i d e n t , said Larry A k e y , a s ta f f member for Burns ' o f f i c e .
T h e f u n d i n g i n c l u d e s $ 3 . 5 m i l l i o n f o r S t . J o h n ' s Lutheran H o s p i t a l t o meet e x p a n d e d h e a l t h
care needs of the community. The remaining $8 m i l l i o n would go to the community for other
a s b e s t o s - r e l a t e d h e a l t h , environmental and economic needs.

l " L i b b y has been hit by a d o u b l e tragedy," Burns said T u e s d a y . "Not o n l y have asbe s to s-re la t ed
J i l l n e s s e s s truck many Libby r e s i d e n t s , but al l of the p u b l i c i t y s u r r o u n d i n g the events has driven j
away p o t e n t i a l inve s tor s and cur ta i l ed tourism."
W h i l e news in terms of c on tamina t i on of homes cont inues to be encouraging, it is c r i t i ca l that
e v e r y t h i n g p o s s i b l e be done to give the p e o p l e of L i b b y and L i n c o l n County a clean b i l l of
h e a l t h , Burns said.
Burns and Sen. Max Baucus were in Libby for a senate subcommit t e e f i e l d hearing on the
asbes tos p r o b l e m earl i er t h i s year. Both senators p l e d g e d to look for economic d e v e l o p m e n t
f u n d i n g f or the area.
"I am e x t r e m e l y encouraged by today's events because the c i t i z e n s and town of Libby have
gone through a lot ," Baucus said. " T h i s money w i l l g r e a t l y h e l p the v i c t ims of asbes tos
[ e x p o s u r e and h e l p the town of Libby rebuild i t s e l f . "
( C o m m u n i t y l e a d e r s have had p r e l i m i n a r y d i s c u s s i o n on how to best use the $8 m i l l i o n for the
l ong- t erm b e n e f i t of the community. One s u g g e s t i o n has been to create an economic
d e v e l o p m e n t trust f u n d in which o n l y the interes t earnings on the p r i n c i p a l would be used to

[ m a t c h grant s f o r communi ty-wide p r o j e c t s .

EPA moving ahead on p r o p e r t y c l eanup
By Brent Shrum, Wes t e rn N e w s Repor t e r

P l a n s are moving ahead for the c l e a n u p of two former W.R. Grace p r o c e s s i n g p l a n t s in the
L i b b y area wi th work on the ground expe c t ed to begin in about a month.
"We're t a k i n g s t e p s now to make sure the c l e a n u p s h a p p e n t h i s summer," said Paul Peronard,
on-scene c oord ina t or for the f e d e r a l Environmental Protec t ion A g e n c y .
The EPA had been n e g o t i a t i n g with Grace on the p r o p o s a l u n t i l about two weeks ago, when the
company announced it would not agree to a consensual c l e a n u p p l a n . Grace said it p r e f e r r e d
that the EPA issue a u n i l a t e r a l c l e a n u p order, which would a l l o w the company to a p p e a l
ivarious p a r t s of the p l a n and associated costs.
I C l e a n u p work has been d e l a y e d by the process of n e g o t i a t i n g wi th Grace, Peronard said.
"In r e t r o s p e c t , i t turned out to be a rather n o n p r o d u c t i v e n e g o t i a t i o n proces s and that's r e a l l y!the rub," he said.
The EPA now has two o p t i o n s . It can d e v e l o p a p l a n and order Grace to do the work, as the
company p r e f e r s , or it can choose the "fund lead" o p t i o n and use f e d e r a l environmental
S u p e r f u n d money to hire a contractor to do the work, b i l l i n g Grace l a t e r .
EPA p o l i c y f a v o r s en forc ement when p o s s i b l e over a f u n d l e a d , p r e f e r r i n g to preserve the
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S u p e r f u n d for s i t u a t i o n s where a company l ike Grace cannot be h e l d a c c oun tab l e , Peronard
said.
A f u n d l e a d , however, give s the EPA more control over the c l e a n u p and more f l e x i b i l i t y in
d e a l i n g wi th unexpe c t ed s i t u a t i o n s , Peronard sa id . It also t end s to be a f a s t e r proces s because it
e l i m i n a t e s t h e m i d d l e m a n .
The EPA's regional o f f i c e in Denver ha s recommended a f u n d l ead a t t h e f ormer screening
p l a n t at the base of Rainy Creek Road, now owned by Mel and Lerah Parker. The Parkers l i v e

jat the s i t e and opera t e the ir bus ines s , Raintree N u r s e r y , there. A u n i l a t e r a l order has been
recommended for the former e x p a n s i o n p l a n t in L i b b y , now owned by the c i ty and operated as
an i n d u s t r i a l park.
EPA headquarters is e xpe c t ed to make a de c i s i on on the regional office's recommendations
next week, Peronard said. He noted that the level of a t t e n t i o n the L i b b y p r o j e c t is rece iving
across the country is u n u s u a l l y h i g h compared to t y p i c a l EPA c l e a n u p actions.
"Any way you look at it, t h i s is c o m p l i c a t e d and h igh p r o f i l e , " Peronard said.
The work to be done at the two s i t e s w i l l be s i m i l a r in that soil and b u i l d i n g s at both s i t e s are
c on tamina t ed wi th asbe s to s , which occurred a l o n g s i d e the v e r m i c u l i t e Grace mined near L i b b y .
But there is more con taminat i on at the Parker s ' p r o p e r t y , there are more f a c i l i t i e s to be dea l t
w i t h , and there is the added c o m p l i c a t i o n of the s i t e being home to the p r o p e r t y owners.
Work at both s i t e s w i l l be done concurrent ly, but the p r o j e c t at the Parker s ' p r o p e r t y is s t a r t i n g
at a f a s t e r pace. The f i r s t ta sk, one that is now under way, is for the EPA to h e l p f i n d t emporary
hou s ing for the Parkers and get them moved off the p r o p e r t y . T h e n all the b u i l d i n g s w i l l be
d e m o l i s h e d .
"So b a s i c a l l y e v e r y t h i n g up there ge t s l eveled," Peronard said.
The soil at the p r o p e r t y w i l l be removed to a d e p t h of 6 inches to 2 f e e t and then rep lac ed and
p l a n t e d wi th vege ta t i on. C l e a n u p act ions w i l l l i k e w i s e be taken at the f ormer railroad l o a d i n g
area across the river f r om the Parkers ' p r o p e r t y , where the soil is a l s o c on tamina t ed wi th
asbestos.
The EPA w i l l work wi th the Parkers on the d e t a i l s of the r ep lacement of the b u i l d i n g s . The end
re sul t can range from exact replacement to a l u m p sum cash payment.
" T y p i c a l l y i t ' s some combinat ion o f that," Peronard said.
The EPA is working with the c i ty and its tenant at the i n d u s t r i a l park, M i l l w o r k W e s t , to f i n d a
t emporary l o c a t i o n for the bus ine s s w h i l e that site i s c leaned up.
The c i ty w i l l have i n p u t on the replacement of f a c i l i t i e s at the i n d u s t r i a l park and is c o n s i d e r i n g
various o p t i o n s i n c l u d i n g the a d d i t i o n of water l i n e s to the site. In the end, it w i l l be up to the
c i ty as l o n g as the cost is the same, Peronard said.
U n d e r S u p e r f u n d , p r o p e r t y owners l i k e the Parkers can be reimbursed for the ir b u i l d i n g s and
for the cost of moving to another l o ca t i on w h i l e the c l e a n u p is t a k i n g p l a c e but not for l o s t
bus ine s s or income. T h a t was one of the h o p e d - f o r outcomes of the n e g o t i a t i o n s wi th Grace,
Peronard said.
"We didn' t want them to have to l i t i g a t e for the ir l o s t business intere s t s ," he said.

A d v i s o r y group to act as medical trust
committee

By Brent Shrum, Wes t ern News Repor t er
The Environmenta l Pro t e c t i on Agency' s community advi sory g r o u p on W.R. Grace and
[ a s b e s t o s agreed at an A p r i l 27 mee t ing to act as a s t e er ing c ommi t t e e for a c ommuni ty medical
trust p r o p o s e d b y S t . J o h n ' s Lutheran H o s p i t a l .
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The trus t p r o p o s a l is aimed at p r o v i d i n g care for v i c t ims of a sbe s to s expo sure whose needs
may not be fully met by a h e a l t h p l a n o f f e r e d by former mine owner W.R. Grace.
The Grace p l a n is open to former e m p l o y e e s and Libby-area r e s i d e n t s who have been
d i a g n o s e d wi th an a s b e s t o s - r e la t ed l u n g c o n d i t i o n . The program w i l l pay for services and
s u p p l i e s f o r treatment o f a s b e s t o s - r e la t ed i l l n e s s e s .
H o s p i t a l o f f i c i a l s have been cr i t i ca l o f what they s e e a s g a p s in th e p lan' s coverage. The cost o f
an i n i t i a l d i a g n o s i s is not covered, and neither are non-medical needs such as r e s p i t e for f a m i l y
caregiver s , c o u n s e l i n g , and comfor t care. In a d d i t i o n , the Grace p l a n does not guarantee
coverage would continue if the company were no l onger in bus ines s .
As p r o p o s e d by h o s p i t a l ch i e f execut ive o f f i c e r Rick P a l a g i , the trust would be run by an
i n d e p e n d e n t organiza t i on formed and overseen by members of the community, s eparat e f r o m
a n y p r i v a t e c ompanie s o r h ea l th car e p r o v i d e r s , i n c l u d i n g S t . J o h n ' s .
The amount of money needed for the trust i s uncertain, P a l a g i t o l d the community advi sory
group.
"I cou ld p i c k a number out of the air and it's p r o b a b l y as good as anybody el se p i c k i n g a
number out of the air r ight now," he said. "I have no idea."
E s t i m a t e s range f r o m $50 m i l l i o n to $300 m i l l i o n , he said. F u n d i n g could come f rom a variety
of sources i n c l u d i n g Grace, the f e d e r a l government and p h i l a n t h r o p i c i n d i v i d u a l s and
organiza t i on s .
P a l a g i asked the g r o u p if it agreed the trust is worth p u r s u i n g , and most members agreed tha t it
is.
" T h i s i s a no-brainer," Cyrus L e e said. " I t ' s t h e r ight t h i n g t o d o , a n d i t ' s n o t c o s t i n g Libby."
There ' s c l e a r l y a need f or such a tru s t , G a y l a B e n e f i e l d said.
"We know that we have a certain segment of our p o p u l a t i o n that's g o i n g to l i v e and die with
t h i s disease," she said.
A loca l s o l u t i o n i s be t t er than someth ing f rom Grace ' s corporate o f f i c e s o r from W a s h i n g t o n ,
D.C., B e n e f i e l d said.
"I'm e n t i r e l y in f a v o r o f a n y t h i n g having to do wi th the medi ca l needs o f Libby coming out o f
Libby," she said.
The c o m m u n i t y ' s medical needs won ' t b e me t by th e Grace p l a n , LeRoy T h o r n said.
" T h e i r program here, quite f r a n k l y , stinks," he said.
C o u n t y h e a l t h o f f i c e r Dr. Brad Black said the Grace p l a n could e x c l u d e up to 80 percent of the
p e o p l e whose h e a l t h is now impac t ed by asbestos.
"We have to have s o m e t h i n g out here that c h a l l e n g e s and says, 'No, we need bet ter care than
i t h a t , ' " h e said.
A d v i s o r y group member Carol Ray, however, said the trust p r o p o s a l is vague and quest ioned
i t s v i a b i l i t y .
"Is it s o m e t h i n g that even b eg in s to be doable?" she asked P a l a g i . "$300 m i l l i o n ? From
where?"
P a l a g i said i t ' s t o o early t o d i s cu s s s p e c i f i c s . H e said h i s in t ent w a s t o g e t t h e g r o u p ' s o p i n i o n
on whether the concept of a community medical trust makes sense.
"I don't know if it makes sense because I don't know how big of a p r o b l e m it is," Ray said.
She que s t i oned the s cope o f the p r o p o s a l .
"Who all are you g o i n g to cover?" she asked. "Everyone who's ever pas s ed through L i b b y ?
Everyone w h o ' s ever been touched b y G r a c e ' s p lant?"
The p l a n would act as an insurance program f u n d e d by a t ru s t , B l a c k sa id , and wouldn't
require treatment at St. John's or in Libby, Black said. But Ray expre s s ed concerns over the
h o s p i t a l ' s invo lvement i n s e t t i n g u p t h e trust.
" T h i s i s n ' t g o i n g t o b e a p o p u l a r s ta t ement , b u t S t . J o h n ' s h o s p i t a l h a s a vested interes t i n h o w
th i s is g o i n g to be set up, and t h i s has to be set up s eparat e f r o m any vested intere s t s ," she
said.
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'The community adv i s ory group as a whole agreed to s u p p o r t the trust p r o p o s a l and to act as a
s t e e r ing commit t e e to g u i d e i t s d e v e l o p m e n t . The group a l s o agreed to ask the EPA for f u n d i n g
to h e l p se t up the framework for the trust.

Grace s e t t l e s W i l k i n s suit
(A l a w s u i t agains t W.R. Grace that was s ch edu l ed for tr ial in M i s s o u l a t h i s week s e t t l e d out of
j c o u r t on F r i d a y .
(The t r ia l in a suit brought by L i b b y resident and former Grace e m p l o y e e Robert A. W i l k i n s was
jmoved to M i s s o u l a a f t e r D i s t r i c t J u d g e Michae l Prezeau ruled that i t would be nearly
[ i m p o s s i b l e to f i n d an unbiased j u r y in L i n c o l n County.
j ln pa s t s e t t l e m e n t s between Grace and former e m p l o y e e s , or f a m i l y members of e m p l o y e e s ,
terms of the s e t t l e m e n t were kep t c o n f i d e n t i a l .
The W i l k i n s case was o r i g i n a l l y s ch edu l ed for trial in J a n u a r y . It and a c o n s o l i d a t e d tr ia l f or
s u i t s f i l e d by Royce and H e l e n Ryan and Robert and N e t t i e J o h n s o n had been r e s ch edu l ed for
May 1 in Prezeau's change of venue r u l i n g . The R y a n / J o h n s o n case was to have gone to tr ia l if
the W i l k i n s case s e t t l e d , bu t the la s t -minut e s e t t l emen t p r e c l u d e d another tr ia l f r om b e g i n n i n g
on such short notice.
About 155 c iv i l s u i t s have been f i l e d agains t Grace by f ormer L i b b y e m p l o y e e s a n d / o r the ir
f a m i l i e s . In a d d i t i o n , a p a i r o f c l a s s action s u i t s , i n c l u d i n g L i b b y and former mine e m p l o y e e s ,
were f i l e d earlier th i s year.
As of earl i er t h i s year, 60 cases had been s e t t l e d , and f i v e went to tr ia l wi th one, Ken and E d i t h
F i n s t a d vs . Grace, r e s u l t i n g in a verdic t with p u n i t i v e damages awarded. It has been a p p e a l e d .
In 64 cases, Grace has p a i d out $15.6 m i l l i o n in awards for an average of $244,000 per case.
Prezeau moved t h e W i l k i n s a n d R y a n / J o h n s o n c o n s o l i d a t e d t r ia l a f t e r G r a c e ' s a t t orneys sought
a change of venue. Grace argued that a f a i r tr ial would be i m p o s s i b l e in L i b b y due to
w i d e s p r e a d p u b l i c i t y on the issue of l ong- t erm h e a l t h p r o b l e m s a s s o c ia t ed w i th expo sure to the
asbe s to s that occurred as a c on taminant in the v ermicu l i t e ore mined at Libby . Prezeau agreed.
" F r a n k l y , i t ' s d i f f i c u l t t o imagine a s i t u a t i o n in which more doubt could b e raised about a
court's a b i l i t y to empanel an unbiased j u r y and conduct an i m p a r t i a l t r ia l ," he wrote in an order
i g r a n t i n g the motion.
Prezeau noted that i l l n e s s and dea th associated wi th exposure to asbe s to s in L i b b y had been
f r o n t - p a g e news in l o c a l , r eg ional and national p u b l i c a t i o n s for several months. The s tory has
al so been reported in reg ional and nat ional t e l e v i s i o n news broadca s t s .
The repor t s have i n c l u d e d "extensive e d i t o r i a l i z i n g by members of the community as we l l as
by s tate and nat ional p o l i t i c a l f i gure s , " Prezeau said. He noted tha t the s tor i e s have sugge s t ed
Ithat members of the community with no employment or f a m i l y t i e s to Grace may be at risk due
[to exposure f r om asbestos.
Prezeau said he is h o p e f u l that at some p o i n t , a f t e r the f e d e r a l Environmental Pro t e c t i on
Agency c onc lude s i t s t e s t i n g for asbestos contaminat ion in homes, at f ormer Grace p r o p e r t y
[ a n d at other s i t e s around the L i b b y area, it may again be p o s s i b l e to try cases in Libby .
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